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Technology in the classroom has the potential 
to solve the biggest headaches facing teachers 
across the country. With the right solutions in 
place, educators can fast-track admin tasks 
and reallocate their time and resources into 
high-impact teaching strategies.

With change comes opportunity. New 
technologies are only becoming more 
prevalent, with artificial intelligence proving  
the next big frontier for educators. Now is a 
turning point: will schools put the solutions, 
systems and support in place to tailor 
instructions to individual learner needs and 
create personalised learning experiences,  
or risk being left behind? 

This report explores how teachers across 
Australia are responding to the rise of 
technology in the classroom, offering a 
snapshot of the challenges and opportunities 
edtech presents and what the future holds  
for schools, teachers and students. 

Introduction
Australian classrooms are where future 
leaders and innovators are nurtured. But how 
are educators responding to the rise of edtech 
to support this tech-savvy generation?
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Key insights at  
a glance

Insight 1

Better edtech 
training 
needs to be 
provided in 
schools

Insight 2

Technology 
improves the  
student 
experience

29%
of educators think their school  
provides adequate training and  
support for edtech tools 

74%
of educators believe that technology 
enhances the learning experience 
for students
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Key insights at  
a glance

Insight 4

AI is 
becoming 
more helpful, 
but it will 
never replace 
teachers

78%
of teachers said technology  
helps to support differentiation

60%
of educators believe the 
use of AI in education 
will significantly change 
teaching methodologies

Insight 3

Edtech is 
integral in 
supporting 
differentiation
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Through an online survey in December 2023, we consulted a wide  
range of teachers from all corners of Australia spanning Government, 
Independent and Catholic schools. Respondents varied from early  
career teachers to highly experienced educators with over a decade  
of experience in the classroom, teaching across all departments.   

About the report
Atomi’s inaugural Tech in schools report has 
been produced in collaboration with 250+ 
Australian educators. 

State breakdown of  
survey respondents

62.2%

0.4%

0.7%

1.1%

5.1%

11.3%

19.3%
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66%

53%

10+ years

Government

  10+ years  66.5%

  5–10 years  15.6%

  2–5 years  12%

  < 2 years 5.8%

Years of teaching  
experience of 
survey respondents

  Government  52.5%

  Independent  24.1%

  Catholic  22.7%

  Other 0.7%

School sectors of 
survey respondents
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School departments of survey respondents

Science

Maths

Humanities

English

Other

TAS

Creative Arts

PE

IT

Religion

Executive

Languages

Library

26.4%

23.6%

20.7%

19.6%

10.5%

8.7%

7.6%

7.6%

5.8%

4.7%

3.3%

2.5%

2.2%
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Improved edtech 
training needs to be 
provided in schools

Insight 1



New tools come with a 
learning curve, even for 
educators. But with the 
right support, teachers  
can effectively implement 
and harness technology  
in the classroom. 

Technology has the potential to reduce 
lesson prep time and enhance student 
outcomes through tailored, personalised 
learning plans. But, many of the teachers 
we surveyed feel hamstrung by a poor 
onboarding process. 

Across school sectors, Independent 
school teachers feel like they score more 
adequate training on edtech and support 
than Government and Catholic schools. 

Interestingly, the majority of respondents 
are supportive of bringing technology  
into the classroom—as long as the  
right support is in place. In fact, 81%  
of educators believe new teacher 
induction programs should include 
training on edtech. 

Insight 1 Edtech training

Only 29% of educators 
think their school provides 
adequate training and 
support for edtech tools 

Training and support are 
named as the second 
biggest barrier (30%) to 
implementing technology 
in classrooms

29%

30%
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Partner story Edtech solutions

Since implementing Atomi at the 
start of Term 3 our students have 
completed over 8,160 lessons and 
engaged with the platform for 
over 970 total hours. The most 
impressive part of this data is that 
it is consistent across all subjects 
and year levels.

Richard Doreian 
Head of Learning Pathways, 
Caloundra City Private School

CCPS came to Atomi looking for a  
Year 7–12 edtech solution that would 
remove the need for multiple tools 
and enhance the overall teaching and 
learning experience. 

Atomi facilitated targeted staff training 
prior to students gaining access to the 
platform to ensure a smooth onboarding 
process. Students also attend training 
sessions catered to their age group and 
likely use of the platform. 

Read the full story ⟶

How Caloundra City 
Private School creates 
bespoke learning pathways 
for all students
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Technology 
improves the 
student experience

Insight 2



Insight 2 Student experience

With the right edtech solutions in place,  
educators are able to easily cater to students  
at different levels and deliver engaging lessons. 

Across all ages and abilities, technology allows learners to deepen their 
engagement with course content. 

From workshopping tricky problems on virtual whiteboards to watching 
concise summary videos that consolidate new knowledge, edtech 
offers dynamic ways for students to stay engaged during even the most 
content-heavy lessons.

58%
of educators said students 
are more engaged when 
technology is integrated 
into lessons

74%
of educators believe that 
technology enhances 
the learning experience 
for students

of educators believe technology in the classroom 
has been instrumental during staff shortages62%
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Multiple educators shared their 
experiences of edtech in the classroom, 
illustrating how interactive lessons 
improved the real-world learning 
experience of their students. 

I have a student with 
a vision impairment. 
She doesn’t like to 
look different in 
class. With her iPad 
and laptop, she 
can access content 
digitally and enlarge 
it very discreetly.

Educator from NSW Independent 
School (5–10 years experience)

Did you know?
Atomi offers curriculum-specific content through 
short videos, active recall quizzes and exam 
practice questions that are easy to understand 
and engaging. With a focus on application, we 
encourage students to explore how content is 
applied in assessments and real-life scenarios, 
backed by real-time corrective feedback.

Explore Atomi for schools ⟶

Insight 2 Student experience

A student that had joined 
Biology halfway through the 
year used Atomi’s resources 
to catch up on the unit they 
missed. This student ended up 
passing the Unit 1 and 2 exams 
with a mark of 78%.

Educator from QLD Independent School  
(2-5 years experience)
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How Hennessy Catholic 
College expands the 
spectrum of engagement 
with Atomi

Partner story Engagement

Students who used Atomi as a tool 
to refresh and study for the HSC 
had stronger results than students 
who did not.

Marianne McLachlan 
Visual Arts teacher and CAPA Leader, 
Hennessy Catholic College

Ahead of the HSC trial exams, Hennessy 
Catholic College implemented Atomi to 
support their Year 12 students. Initially 
used as a revision tool, teachers soon 
incorporated Atomi into the classroom 
using a flipped teaching approach. 

The results speak for themselves: 99% of 
students surveyed after the trial wanted 
to keep Atomi, with 96% saying they used 
it regularly in their studies.

Read the full story ⟶
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Edtech is integral 
in supporting 
differentiation

Insight 3



Classrooms are more diverse than ever, with 
educators needing to tailor their instruction to 
individual learner needs. 

With technology, adapting content and designing personalised learning 
experiences is easier to do at scale. 

Every student should be given the support they need to succeed. Whether 
they’re excelling or struggling with course content, educators see edtech 
solutions as pivotal in adjusting teaching strategies and resources to align 
with their unique learning needs. 

Insight 3 Differentiation

73%
of educators said 
online learning can help 
support neurodiverse 
students’ needs

78%
of teachers said 
technology helps to 
support differentiation

of educators said online learning platforms  
can help students who are falling behind70%
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Atomi appears like a private tutor but is 
much more affordable, which could be done 
independently and frequently. It is a silent 
tool to assist students who don’t want to voice 
their concerns or difficulties. Furthermore, 
it could enable above-average students to 
excel more efficiently.

Educator from a NSW Government School  
(10+ years’ experience)

Watch on demand ⟶

Free webinar
Want to learn more about 
differentiated teaching and making 
data-supported decisions? Dive into 
our masterclass on differentiation 
with Atomi.

Insight 3 Differentiation
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I had a Year 12 PDHPE student 
who set some goals for improved 
learning during his HSC year, and 
Atomi formed part of developing 
a more structured approach to his 
independent study. I was able to 
assign the relevant previous lessons 
to the student as tasks from the Atomi 
dashboard to guide the content and 
skills that he needed to revise.

Angie Cooper 
PDHPE Coordinator, Kildare Catholic College

Angie Cooper (PDHPE Coordinator at 
Wagga Wagga’s Kildare Catholic College) 
had been searching for resources that 
went beyond static written notes. With 
the help of Atomi, she has been able 
to cover complex concepts in simple, 
engaging ways through mind maps, 
tables and animations. 

With Atomi’s testing and tracking 
functions, Angie is able to consistently 
track how her students are performing. 
From there, she can adapt her approach 
and offer personalised resources and 
instructions to learners who might need a 
little extra support.

Read the full story ⟶

Partner story Differentiation

How Kildare Catholic 
College adapts the 
classroom to the students’ 
needs with Atomi
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AI is becoming 
more helpful, 
but it will never 
replace teachers

Insight 4



Insight 4 AI

Artificial intelligence in the 
classroom was undeniably 
the most divisive topic 
among respondents. 

While many educators saw the benefits of 
AI for streamlining lesson prep and admin 
tasks, others were concerned about its 
implications on student engagement. 

In fact, teachers voiced mixed opinions 
about whether AI tools save them time 
when planning lessons, with an even split 
between those who agree, disagree and 
remain undecided on the topic. 

When it comes to an openness to AI 
in the classroom, interesting trends 
emerged across experience levels. 
More experienced teachers are more 
concerned about the ethical implications 
of AI, while newer teachers showed  
more openness to integrating AI into  
their teaching. 

Again, training and support remain a 
major barrier, with only 28% of educators 
feeling confident in their ability to 
integrate AI into their classrooms. 

60%
of educators are 
concerned about the 
ethical implications of 
using AI in the classroom

60%
believe the use of 
AI in education will 
significantly change 
teaching methodologies

shared that they believe AI could never replace  
the need for human teachers85%
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The unethical use of AI is an emerging 
challenge for educators, with many 
concerned about students using tools 
(like ChatGPT) to produce homework 
and assignments. Not only are teachers 
searching for tools to flag and catch AI-
generated content, but they’re also looking 
for solutions that provide meaningful, 
practical feedback to students. 

Ultimately, teachers play an irreplaceable 
role in the classroom. As new technologies 
(like AI) become more prevalent, it’s 
teachers who will be a crucial force in 
preventing its unethical use, empowered  
by solutions that make it easy and efficient 
to harness AI ethically in classwork, 
homework and assignments. 

Insight 4 AI

ChatGPT cheatsheet
Save hours each week and automate the  
most tedious aspects of classroom prep with 
Atomi’s free ChatGPT cheat sheet, packed  
with handy prompts you can start using today.

ChatGPT cheat sheet for teachers
Your teaching skills are irreplaceable, but AI can give you a helping hand. Try these prompts to save yourself 
time on lesson planning and feedback writing. Then get creative with resource creation, parent communication, 
activity ideas and more!

getatomi.com

Can you generate some creative ideas for a 
lesson on [topic]?

What are some engaging activities I can use to 
teach [concept]?

Provide me with a list of discussion questions 
related to [theme].

BRAINSTORMING IDEAS

How can I modify my lesson to accommodate 
diverse learning styles?

Provide me with strategies to differentiate 
instruction for advanced learners.

Suggest ways to adapt this activity for students 
with special needs.

DIFFERENTIATION AND ADAPTATION

What are some effective strategies for fostering 
a positive classroom environment?

How can I address behaviour challenges during 
group work activities?

Provide tips for promoting student engagement 
and participation.

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT

Help me outline a lesson plan for teaching 
[subject] to [year level].

Suggest a sequence of activities to introduce 
[topic] to my students.

Assist me in developing a project-based 
learning task for [subject].

LESSON PLANNING

Can you generate a set of multiple-choice 
questions on [topic]?

Create a worksheet on [subject] that includes 
problem-solving exercises.

RESOURCE CREATION

How can I incorporate digital storytelling in my 
lesson on [theme]?

Suggest interactive websites or simulations to 
reinforce [concept].

TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION

Suggest conversation starters for parent-
teacher conferences for [year level] [subject].

What information should I include in a  
[year level] progress report for parents?

PARENT COMMUNICATION

Help me develop a rubric for assessing students’ 
presentations on [topic].

Generate a list of open-ended questions for a 
reflective journal.

ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK

Remember, ChatGPT can provide valuable insights and suggestions. But it’s always essential to review and 
adapt the generated content to align with your specific teaching context and students’ needs.

You can provide ChatGPT with 
examples to help it generate outputs  
in the style you want.

Remember to be concise and specific 
with your prompts, then ask for more 
details with follow-up prompts.

Download now ⟶

I do not want AI to rewrite the 
essay, which is how students 
currently use AI unethically. 
Instead, I’d like it to say things like, 
‘use a quote here’, ‘the passage 
does not flow, use a connective 
word to start this sentence’ or  
‘I am finding it difficult to follow 
what key idea is being explored. 
Use the keyword or synonym in 
this sentence’.

Educator from a NSW Catholic School 
(10+ years experience)
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Technology is here to help educators deepen their 
impact on student outcomes. But to tap into its true 
potential, teachers need the right support and solutions 
to effectively incorporate technology into classrooms 
across Australia.

Recommendations

One of the biggest takeaways from this survey has been this: the success of 
digital technologies in the classroom depends on how it’s implemented.  

That means offering targeted training that empowers teachers to harness new 
tools and showcase how new solutions can be used alongside established 
teaching strategies (like collaborative learning and flipped learning). 

Ready to bring technology into your classroom? Here are our top tips for 
implementing new solutions effectively.
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Use differentiation tools to assign  
tailored learning tasks 
Many classes present teachers with a wide range of student abilities. Traditionally, 
offering targeted support to learners has been a manual effort, requiring teachers 
to put in extra hours to design bespoke content (alongside their mountain of time-
intensive tasks like marking, admin and reporting). 

With differentiation tools like Atomi, teachers can quickly and easily pinpoint 
students who need extra support as well as those hungry for more. 

Using continuous assessment tools and AI means you can assess student progress 
in real-time. Then, you can follow these insights up with targeted tasks like 
readings, videos, and interactive content to support students across all levels, from 
overcoming learning hurdles to enabling high achievers to excel.  

Free differentiation planner 
Differentiated teaching is more than just a buzzword—it’s a 
high-impact teaching strategy that packs a punch when it comes 
to delivering learning outcomes. Use this template to consider 
content, process, product and learning environment, and what 
can be adjusted to suit each student better.

Download now ⟶

Use learning platforms to harness  
a flipped learning approach 
A flipped classroom challenges the status quo by getting students to consume 
instructional content at home, using classroom time to engage in activities instead. 

With learning platforms, students can digest online resources in their own time as 
homework before reconnecting in-person to solve problems, workshop scenarios 
and gain real-time support from teachers. In fact, 45% of respondents use Atomi for 
at-home learning and revision. 
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Although student accountability is a common concern of using technology in the 
flipped learning approach, this approach actually proves to be more effective at 
spotting and resolving student disengagement. 

Take this example: In a flipped classroom, students need to engage with course 
material through in-person activities. If they haven’t engaged in self-directed learning 
tasks at home, teachers will quickly be able to spot and address them in the classroom.

Use technology to facilitate collaborative 
learning in the classroom
Technology isn’t just helpful for solo, at-home study. One of the best ways to 
implement technology in the classroom is to use these tools and solutions to 
support collaborative learning. 

Here are three tangible places to start: 

 — Peer teaching: Ask students to watch a video about a topic, then summarise 
and comprehend the content before presenting it to their peers using a 
PowerPoint or diagrams. 

 — Peer editing: Upload work to online platforms like Google Classroom or 
Google Docs to allow students to mark and edit each other’s work with ease.

 — Problem-based learning: Put students into groups and assign them an 
open-ended problem to solve. Provide one computer per group to facilitate 
collaboration and get students to present their findings to the wider class. 

Did you know? 
Atomi’s powerful analytics suite allows you to quickly 
assess a student’s progress through self-directed 
learning tasks. This enables you to proactively 
engage with students who might be struggling with 
follow-up resources and tailored content, too. 

Get started ⟶
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Make targeted teacher training a priority 
The benefits of technology in the classroom speak for themselves: not only do 59% 
of teachers believe Atomi has helped them more effectively engage students in 
their learning, but 78% would recommend Atomi to other educators. 

But the biggest roadblock standing in the way of using technology effectively in 
classroom teaching is targeted teacher training. Schools need to ensure they’re 
working with technology providers that offer a thorough onboarding process, 
particularly for school sectors and departments where the technology knowledge 
gap is more pronounced. Plus, schools need to ensure they’re supporting teaching 
teams with adequate training opportunities, too. 

For example, at Atomi we provide schools with a dedicated account manager to 
ensure a personalised onboarding experience and ongoing support to suit your 
educator’s needs and teaching strategies.

Reclaim your schedule with tech tools 
Our mission is to show you how you can leverage 
technology to save time and unlock your students’ full 
potential. In this free masterclass, we dive into leveraging 
AI for lesson plans and differentiation, how to use tech 
tools in your day-to-day teaching and more.

Watch on demand ⟶
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The future of AI 
in schools

While educators are mixed in their feelings towards artificial intelligence, 
we see AI as a revolutionary tool to enhance, not replace, teachers. 
Already we’re seeing teachers harnessing AI to build lesson plans and 
build and review quality content at pace.

With AI, applying innovative pedagogical methods (like interactive, 
personalised tutoring) is more accessible. Plus, educators can  
easily assess student skills beyond recall to foster critical thinking, 
problem-solving and creativity skills (such as using AI to role-play a 
debate partner who can point out weaknesses in their arguments). 

The opportunities of AI in the classroom extend to reducing friction for 
non-English speakers, with the ability to use AI as a translation assistant 
where students can practice their conversation and writing skills. 

As we look ahead, it’s clear that teaching 
with AI presents the biggest challenges 
and opportunities for educators. 
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But to ensure maximum safety and effectiveness, AI needs to be used 
in a well-integrated platform that offers end-to-end teaching workflows. 
With best practice teaching practices baked into the platform, Atomi 
ensures AI and teachers work together to review and validate content 
and assessment results. 

As this report reveals, Australian teachers are continuing to test and 
experiment with technology in the classroom. With new technologies 
challenging the status quo and opening the door to new ways of 
thinking, many educators are already seeing the impact of embracing 
innovation in their teaching practices. 

The goal is to boost the productivity 
of teachers by helping them save 
time on some routine teaching 
tasks, so they can focus on the more 
important ones such as grading 
complex assessments, differentiated 
teaching and 1-on-1 tutoring.

Thierry Wendling 
Head of AI, Atomi

Keep learning on the  
Staffroom blog 
Stay up to date with the latest in classroom 
innovations, insights and trends with 
resources created specifically for educators. 

Keep reading ⟶
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Deliver incredible learning 
experiences with Atomi 

Get in touch with our team to set up free access to Atomi  
for your school at schools@getatomi.com

getatomi.com

Engaging curriculum-specific videos

Short, curriculum-specific videos 
and interactive content that’s easy 
to understand and backed by the 
latest research.

Powerful intelligence

Our AI understands each student’s 
progress and makes intelligent 
recommendations based on their  
strengths and weaknesses.

Continuous assessment tools

Active recall quizzes, topic-based 
tests and exam practice enable 
students to build their skills and get 
immediate feedback.

Actionable insights

With progress, engagement and 
performance data, teachers can quickly 
differentiate students—providing 
extension or support where needed.
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